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does not root in the ground as do other mem-
bers of its family. The upper canine teeth
do not grow downward, but upward, through
openings in the skin of each side of the snout,
and they curve backward nearly to the eyes.
The natives hunt the babirussa for its deli-
cately flavored flesh.

BABOON, bob oonf, a common name ap-
plied to a division of Old-World apes and
monkeys. They have long, abrupt muzzles
like a dog, strong tusks or canine teeth,
usually short tails, flabby cheek-pouches and
small, deep eyes, with large eyebrows. Their
hind and fore feet are well proportioned, so
that they run easily on all fours, but they do

BABOON

not maintain themselves in an upright pos-
ture with facility. They are generally of the
size of a moderately large dog, but the largest,
the mandrill, is, when erect, nearly the height
of a man. They are almost all confined to
Africa and are ugly, sullen, fierce and gre-
garious, defending themselves by throwing
stones or dirt. They live on fruits and roots,
eggs and insects.

The chacma or pig-tailed baboon, is found
in considerable numbers in parts of the South
African colonies, where the inhabitants wage
war against them on account of the ravages
fhey commit in the fields and gardens, The
common baboon, of a brownish yellow color,
inhabits a large part of Africa farther to
the north. The hamadryad of Abyssinia is
characterized by long hair, forming a sort of

shoulder cape.    See MANDRILL; APE;

KEY.

BABYLON", bab'ilon, the capital of an-
cient Babylonia (which see), at the height
of its glory the mightiest and most splendid
city of the ancient world. It was a royal
city 3,500 years ago, but that old capital was
destroyed in 689 B. c. by Sennacherib. A
new city was built by Nabopolassar and his
great son Nebuchadnezzar, and it was under
the reigns of these two that Babylon reached
the zenith of its power.

Tradition informs us that this new city of
Babylon covered over twelve square miles;
that the surrounding walls were more than
fifty miles in length and of such thickness
as to defy the strongest of enemies. Excava-
tions have partially verified these estimates.
It contained the celebrated "hanging gar-
dens," built by Nebuchadnezzar for his
Medean wife, who was desolated by the flat,
ugly country to which her husband had
brought her (see HANGING GARDENS OF
BABYLON). Here also was the Biblical
Tower of Babel, where the confusion of
tongues resulted (Genesis XI). Cyrus the
Great captured Babylon in 538 B. c., after
which the decline of the city was rapid.
Excavations have disclosed numerous and
valuable inscriptions in cuneiform charac-
ters. See EXCAVATIONS IN ANCIENT LANDS;
CUNEIFORM INSCRIPTIONS.

lABYLONIA, babilo'nia,
is a district of Mesopo-
tamia, situated between
Assyria on the north and
the Persian Gulf on the
south, with the Tigris
River on the east and the
Euphrates on the west.
The name was derived
from its capital city,
Babylon, and was ap-
plied in the Old Testa-
ment to the whole dis-
trict over which tjie
Babylonians ruled. It
was one of the mightiest
empires of the ancient
world. With the country
are associated the names of Sargon, Sen-
nacherib, Nabopolassar, his great son Nebu-
chadnezzar, the mightiest of Babylonian
monarchs (see NEBUCHADNEZZAR), also Cyrus
the Great and Alexander the Great.
According to Babylonian inscriptions,

